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The JB Prize

The Japanese Biochemical Society introduced the JB Prize in 1993. The prize is awarded to a deserving individual or indi-
viduals who have had a paper published in the Journal of Biochemistry in the preceding year. This prize was introduced to
encourage people to submit more papers to the journal. The prize-winning papers are selected from candidate papers nomi-
nated by the Committee of the JB Editorial Board and applications of individual authors), by the Award Committee,
which is chosen by the Board of Trustees. The prize may be awarded to several papers, but the number will never exceed
ten. A prize of ¥100,000 is given for each winning paper. The prize giving ceremony takes place at the Annual Meeting of
the Japanese Biochemical Society.

The prize-winning papers for the current year are as follows:
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OTA, Kazunari TAIRA, Hideki YOSHIKAWA, and Yasufumi KANEDA; Efficient Transfer of Intact Oligonudeotides
into the Nucleus of Ligament Scar Fibroblasts by HVJ-Cationic Iiposomes Is Correlated with Effective Antisense Gene
Inhibition (Vol. 129, No. 5, pp. 755-759)

Takahiro YAMASHTTA, Akihisa TERAKITA, and Yoshinori SHICHIDA; The Second Cytoplasmic Loop of Metabo-
tropic Glutamate Receptor Functions at the Third Loop Position of Rhodopsin (Vol. 130, No. 1, pp. 149-155)

Kenji SOEJIMA, Noriko MIMURA, Masaki HIRASHIMA, Hiroaki MAEDA, Takayoshi HAMAMOTO, Tbmohiro
NAKAGAKL and CMkateru NOZAKI: A Novel Human Metalloprotease Synthesized in the Liver and Secreted into the
Blood: Possibly, the von Willebrand Factor-Cleaving Protease? (Vol. 130, No. 4. pp. 475-480)

Emi HAMA, Keiro SHIROTANI, Hajime MASUMOTO, Yoko SEKINE-AIZAWA, Hiroyuki AIZAWA, and Takaomi
C. SAIDO: Clearance of Extracellular and Cell-Associated Amyloid P Peptide through Viral Expression of Neprilysin in
Primary Neurons (Vol. 130, No. 6, pp. 721-726)

Chika YAMASHITA, Yuri AOYAMA, Mitsuhide NOSHIRO, and Yuzo YOSHIDA: Gonadotropin-Dependent Expres-
sion of Sterol 14-Demethylase P450 (CYP51) in Rat Ovaries and Its Contribution to the Production of a Meiosis-Activating
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